
Build a butterfly box

Copyright © 2008 Foundation for National Parks & Wildlife      www.fnpw.org.au

  backyardbuddies.net.au

Materials: Two boards, strip of bark, galvanized screws, safety glasses, sand paper and nontoxic paint
Instructions: Sand pieces, attach strip and bark to inside wall, assemble remaining pieces, paint as desired
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This butterfly house makes a graceful addition to 
any garden. Using a few tools and some untreated dimensional 
wood, it’s easy to build:

Step one - Cut out the pieces.
Cut all pieces to length with a circular saw. 

Step two — Cut the slots.
With the pieces cut out, create the slots on the front. First drill a 1.5cm-
diameter hole at each slot end. Insert the blade of a jig saw into one hole 
and saw out the waste between the holes. Clean up the slot with a file or 
some sandpaper.

Step three — Fasten the hinge.
Screw a 3-inch hinge to the back and the front according to drawing.

Step four — Build the box. 
Set the front and the assembled back and door on
edge, about 9cm apart. Place one of the side pieces on top and line up all 
of the edges. Pre-drill and then screw the side to the front with three 
screws along its front edge. Fasten the side to the back using two screws. 
Flip the assembly over and repeat the process for the other side.

Step five — Attach the bottom. 
Using five screws, attach the bottom to the sides and front as shown in the 
picture. Open the door and set the smaller bottom piece inside, on the floor 
of the house. Nail down through both bottom pieces with three nails.
With the door closed, pre-drill and drive a screw through the door and into 
the inside bottom piece. Removing this screw lets you open the door and
makes housekeeping a breeze.

Step six — Place the roof. 
Stand the house up, set the top in place, and attach it with four screws.

Step seven — Install a post. 
Finally, screw a small (approx 4cm) copper pipe cap to the bottom with 
three screws. Then set the whole works on top of a copper pipe sunk into 
the garden. 
Don’t forget to pop the door open and insert some bark strips for your 
visitors. You may paint or stain the outside of your house if you’d like. Then 
just sit back and enjoy!

Build a ladybird house
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Instructions
1. Screw and wire together the logs to make a frame.
2. Cut the plywood to the shape of the frame and nail it to the back.
3. Cut the bamboo canes into pieces the same depth as the frame.
4. Cut pieces of log the same depth as the frame. 
5. Use a drill to make holes around 5mm in diameter in the log pieces.
5. Stack the bamboo and log pieces into the frame. Push them in as tightly as possible so they don’t fall out.
6. Fill any gaps with small sticks.
7. Make a loop from wire to hang it from.
8. Hang on a wall, ideally facing into the morning sun. Position it near plants because ladybirds like to eat   
 aphids. If it is low down and near a pond it may be used by dragonflies and solitary bees too.

Photo and instructions from Herbs and Dragonflies.

You will need:
A piece of plywood 
Logs (at least 10cm deep)
Bamboo canes
Small sticks
Screws
Nails
Wire
Power drill
Hand saw

Adult assistance will 
be required to make 
this ladybird house.

This ladybird house makes a creative addition to any garden. 
It will be used by ladybirds and other insects in winter.

By building this simple ladybird house you can attract ladybirds 
to your garden or if you release ladybirds they will be much more 
likely to stick around.


